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Welcome to your Post

“Veterans Strengthening America”



5/28/2026 2

I am the Post Adjutant and on behalf of all elected officers, appointed positions and the 
members of Chapin American legion Post 193 Family we welcome you to “your” Post. 

By now each of you should have received a welcome email from myself and the 
Commander and your membership card.

You have also been added to the Post 193 email list and should be receiving emails 
from the Post leadership on regular basis 

We hope that conducting these new member orientations will assist with transitioning 
into the organization and help to provide a more welcoming environment for new 
members and their families. 

We are glad to have you as a member of the Team and look forward to continuing to 
serve with you and your family.

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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• The American Legion was chartered and incorporated by Congress in 1919 as a 

patriotic Veterans’ organization devoted to mutual helpfulness. The American Legion 

• It is the nation’s largest wartime Veterans service organization, committed to 

mentoring youth and sponsorship of wholesome programs in our communities, 

advocating patriotism and honor, promoting strong national security, and continued 

devotion to our fellow service members and Veterans. 

• Today, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts worldwide. 

The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, the District 

of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico, and the Philippines.

• If you have not already taken the American Legion basic training course, you should 

consider it. The course provides a lot of good information about the American legion.

•  American Legion Education Institute | The American Legion 

• Establish your MY LEGION account. https://mylegion.org/personifyebusiness/ 

“Veterans Strengthening America”

https://youtu.be/sdzepcsv-tU?si=J8DHUZczSr-_JgKl
https://register.legion.org/alei
https://mylegion.org/personifyebusiness/
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• Chapin Post 193 was established in 1998 and received a Temporary Charter with 19 Veterans. 

The Full Charter was presented in 2000 with Charter membership of 70 Veterans.

• Initially Post meetings were held at Crooked Creek Park and in 2011 the Post moved into the 

Old Lexington County Fire Department where we continue to meet.

• For the past 5 years we have been working diligently to raise money to build a new Post 

Home here in Chapin. July 18, 2026, we will hold our Ribbon cutting ceremony for our New 

Post Home!

• Currently Post 193 has a membership of 445 Veterans, 52 Auxiliary members and 26 Sons of 

the American legion members. Legion Family total 523 and we are continuing to grow.

• Membership is open to All veterans who have served federal active duty in the United States 

Armed Forces since December 7, 1941, have been honorably discharged or are still serving

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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Chapin Post 193 is more than just a few old Veterans! 

We are a Family made up of:
American legion Post 193

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 193
Sons of the American legion Squadron (SAL)

American Legion Riders Chapter 

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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Organization Chart

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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Commander: Richard Nielen   Commander@americanlegionpost193.com

1st Vice Commander: Gerard Lebar  1stvicecdr@americanlegionpost193.org

2nd Vice Commander: Wil Truesdale  2ndvicecdr@americanlegionpost193.org

3rd Vice Cmdr. Thomas Taylor  3rdvicecdr@americanlegionpost193.org                       
Adjutant: Steve Goulet   adjutant@americanlegionpost193.org

Finance Officer: David Shealy  financeoff@americanlegionpost193.org

JAG: Jeff Barham  JAG@americanlegionpost193.org                                      

Post Service Officer: Jacque Kendall  vso@americanlegionpost193.org                                   
Chaplain: Richard Mullinax  chaplain@americanlegionpost193.org

Facility Manager; David Schimsa  facilitymgr@americanlegionpost193.org

AL Rider Director: Tom Yeoman   ALR193@americanlegionpost193.org

Sgt at Arms: Mike Rowley  mike11661@yahoo.com

Historian: Linda Warren  hist@americanlegionpost193.org

Auxiliary President: Marthalyn Schimsa   marthalyns@yahoo.com

Treasurer : George Donnelly  georgeadonnelly@yahoo.com

Post 193 Officers

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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All positions in the Post are open to all members in good standing (dues paid)

Post elections are held during our May meeting

All elected Officers of the Post are installed during our June meeting.

In addition to our elected officer positions the Post has several committee 

positions that are appointed by the Commander

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
• Access to VA Care

• Better Funding Formula

• Support for Veterans with

• Special Needs

• Career Opportunities

• A GI Bill for a New Century

• Employment and Business

• Heroes to Hometowns

• Volunteering

• Final Respects

National Security
• Strong National Defense

• Military Quality of Life

• Homeland Security

• Foreign Relations

• Full Accounting of POW/MIAs

• Operation Comfort Warriors

Americanism
• Flag Protection

• Illegal Immigration

• Voter Registration and Participation

• Boy Scouts

• The Pledge of Allegiance

• Establishment-Clause Lawsuits

• Children & Youth
• Catastrophic Illness

• Intellectual Disabilities

• Immunization

• Family Integrity

• Media Violence

• Drug Abuse

• Child Sexual Exploitation

The Four Pillars
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Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

•  Host the local community Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) group

• Support the Dorn VA Hospital with annual Christmas gifts for patients

• Sponsor and execute the Chapin Memorial Day ceremony

• Participate in the Chapin and Lexington Veterans Day parades 

• Support local Veterans – building wheelchair ramps, hospital visits, etc.

•  Donated funds to Homes for our Troops, the Fisher House, & the Freedom and Hope

       Foundation

•  Sponsor Unclaimed Veterans Interments– over 100 unclaimed Veterans interred since 2013

•  Sponsor and participate in Wreaths Across America where a wreath is placed on every grave

       at the Ft. Jackson National Cemetery and sponsor the Chapin Community WAA program

•  Sponsor a Monday Morning Veteran Breakfast!  All Vets are welcome no need to be a member

       of Post 193

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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Americanism

• Provide U.S. Flag for Chapin Flagpole across from Sonic as well as U.S. Flags for Crooked 

Creek Park and the Town of Chapin

• Annually recognize Boy Scout and Eagle Scout of the Year

• Legionnaire’s lead the Pledge of Allegiance at monthly Town Hall Meeting

• Provide flag education and protocol to local Scouts and community members whenever 

requested

• Sponsors Boys from Chapin and Spring Hill High Schools to Boys State

• Sponsors Girls from Chapin and Spring Hill High Schools to Girls State 

• Sponsors Boys and Girls to the SC Law Cadet program

• Support Dutch Fork and Chapin High School JROTC programs

• Co-Sponsor American Legion Baseball Team

• ALR Chapter serves as Color Guard for Chapin Labor Day Parade

• Annual Oratorical Competition

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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Children & Youth

• Support local youth activities / sponsor youth sports teams

• Participate in Toys for Tots drive each year

• Support Newberry Boys Farm 

• Provide support to the American Legion Legacy Fund which provides 

funds for the American Legion Veterans and Children Foundation

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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Local Community Activities

• Collect and deliver food each week for the local We Care Food Bank

• Provide location for local nonprofits to meet

• Support Newberry Boys Farm annual toy drive 

• Support activities for Veterans at Local Freedom and Hope Foundation

• Provide community flag collection and honorably retire all flags

• Host Memorial Day Ceremony at the Town Hall

• Chapin Veterans Parade through local elementary and middle schools

• Annual Wreaths Across America ceremony and sponsorship of 13 local church cemeteries

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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Meetings 

American Legion –General Membership: 2nd Thursday evening of each month (except for December 

when we have our Post Christmas party in lieu of the Post meeting) Dinner at 6:00 p.m. and meeting 

starts at 7:00 p.m.

Executive Committee: 1st Tuesday evening of each month 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 193 General Membership: 2nd Thursday evening of each month 

(except for December when we have our Post Christmas party in lieu of the Post meeting) Dinner at 

6:00 p.m. and meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Legion Riders Chapter 193 –General Membership: 3rd Tuesday evening of each month 6:00 p.m. 

ALR 193 Executive Committee: Tuesday evening prior to the Post meeting

Amateur Radio Club: 2nd Tuesday evening of each month meeting starts at 6:00 p.m.

Sons of the American Legion –General Membership: 2nd Tuesday evening of each month 

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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ALR Chapter 193

Tom Yeoman, ALR193@americanlegionpost193.org

mailto:ALR193@americanlegionpost193.org
mailto:ALR193@americanlegionpost193.org
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Sons of the American Legion (SAL)
Squadron Commander, Erich Kielburger efk1970@gmail.com

• The SAL is made up of boys and men of all ages who share a common bond of familial military pride.

Many veterans who are already members of The American Legion also choose to hold "dual 

membership" in the SAL to honor their own parents' or grandparents' service.

• The overarching mission of the SAL is to support veterans and strengthen the "Four Pillars" of The 

American Legion: Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, and Children & 

Youth.

• While our SAL squadron is currently in its infancy here at our American Legion Post, we have big plans 

on the horizon. As the year goes on, we hope to steadily grow our membership, spark fresh involvement, 

and build a strong foundation of service right here in our local community. We invite you to be a part of 

this exciting new chapter.

mailto:efk1970@gmail.com
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Post Service Officer
Jacque Kendall vso@americanlegionpost193.org

 

VA claims assistance
Benefits guidance
Veteran advocacy

Confidential support
County VSO Ed Lundeen 

mailto:vso@americanlegionpost193.org
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Lexington County VSO
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Auxiliary Unit 193
Marthalyn Schimsa, marthalyns@yahoo.com

“Service Not Self”

mailto:marthalyns@yahoo.com
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Opportunities to Serve

Membership Committee Boys State and Law Committee 

Memorial Day Ceremony Boy and Girl Scout activities Committee

Labor Day Parade/festivities Building Committee

Post Everlasting/ POW MIA ceremony 

and Post Picnic (September meeting) Convention Delegate Chairman

Veterans Day Parade Committee Election nomination Committee

Christmas Party Committee Constitution and By Laws Committee

Ladies Fast Pitch Softball Committee We Care Christmas gift program

Legion Baseball Committee Unclaimed Veteran Burial Program

Bingo Committee Wreaths Across America Committee

Oratorical Committee
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The official Legion Cap

Legion members are in uniform when 

wearing this cap.

Caps can be ordered from

Legion - Uniform Caps

“Veterans Strengthening America”

Legion Ball Cap

Order through our Post store. 

Not for official functions

https://emblem.legion.org/legion/legion-uniform-caps/
https://emblem.legion.org/legion/legion-uniform-caps/
https://emblem.legion.org/legion/legion-uniform-caps/


5/28/2026 23“Veterans Strengthening America”

The official American Legion uniform has evolved over the years from the military style blouse coat with Sam Brown Belt to the 

current Dark Blue Blazer and grey colored slacks, however, the one item that has not changed is the official American Legion cap, the 

true recognized “uniform of the American Legion”. 

• There is proper etiquette in the wearing of the “official uniform”.

     Pins showing your military rank should be avoided as “there is no rank among us”. Civic and Fraternal organization pins or patches

    are prohibited, as well.

• You can wear your Legion Cap at any Legion function, events where you represent the American Legion and your Post, and you are a 

guest at a civic function, but be aware that wearing the cap any place, such as political rallies, protests, and other controversial places 

that bring discredit to the American Legion is strictly forbidden.

• You don’t wear your cap during a meal (males only). Even though the established etiquette states that your cap is not to be worn 

during an official Legion or civic dinner or luncheon, social norms have been to uncover whenever eating.

• The garrison cap is the “Official Cap” of the American Legion, not a ball cap with American Legion written on it or adorned with an 

American Legion emblem. (American Legion Riders beret with the ALR emblem is part of the official ALR uniform).

• As stated in the 2023 Officers Guide and Manual of Ceremonies, the cap should NOT be worn in a place of worship, with the 

exception of the guard of honor, color guard, and commander of the same while in marching order or standing guard. When one is 

seated, the cap should be removed unless your religion dictates otherwise or you are a female that has the option to wear her cover or 

remove it.

• Posts marching in formation into a place of worship should uncover at the door, hold the cap with the right hand over the heart until 

arriving in the pews and commanded to take seats, and remain uncovered during the entire service.
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• At the close of the service, upon command, the post shall rise, hold the cap with right hand over the hearts, march out of the place 

of worship, and recover after marching through the door. Note: During funeral services, the cap should be held over the heart as 

one approaches the casket and is not at any time worn in a place of worship except by the guard of honor, color guard, or 

commander of same while in marching order or standing guard.

• Legionnaires not in formation will uncover upon entering the place of worship, remain uncovered during the entire service, and 

re-cover after leaving the place of worship. At the graveside, the cap should be held in the right hand over the heart during the 

entire service. In cold and inclement weather, the cap should not be doffed.

• In meetings, the cap should be worn except during the Pledge of Allegiance, prayer, and while standing in silent reverence in 

memory of departed comrades, when it should be held with the right hand over the heart. A Legionnaire wearing a cap should 

behave in proper accordance as to salutes, etc., the same as if wearing a military uniform. If not wearing a cap, observe ordinary 

rules of etiquette for civilian dress.

• Female Legionnaires should wear their caps in the manner prescribed for women in the armed forces. This is suitable for most 

situations, but taste and common sense should prevail. By American Legion tradition, a female Legionnaire may leave her cap on 

during the Pledge of Allegiance, the national anthem, prayer, and meals. Legionnaires wishing to attach decorations and/or other 

official insignia to their caps are advised of National Executive Committee Resolution No. 58, adopted by the National Executive 

Committee, April 30 – May 1, 1964 resolution on the subject.

• Show your Legion Pride; wear your uniform properly, with knowledge, pride, and respect.

     

• You are the greatest Public Relation asset of this great organization.
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Chapin Post 193 has been involved with unclaimed Veteran burials since 
March 2013

• Have conducted more than 17 Interment Ceremonies at Florence 
National Cemetery, the Fort Jackson National Cemetery and Beaufort 
National Cemetery

• Have screened hundreds of potential Veteran records                         
and have interred more than 100 Veterans so far.
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Wreaths Across America initiative 
 
• Post 193 reached out to local churches/cemeteries to partner with them in establishing an 

enduring community program

• Currently 13 churches/cemeteries are participating

• Goal is to have community involvement (“Remember-Honor-Teach”) and to have a Veteran 

Wreath placed on all Veteran Graves in the Chapin community

• We will conduct one centralized community ceremony and wreath laying at 12:00 p.m. on 

Wreaths Across America Day (19 December 2026) @ Chapin Christian Community Church

• Abbreviated ceremonies / wreath laying will be held at all other churches/cemeteries at 1:30 

p.m.
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For more information about Chapin American Legion Post 193

Visit

www.americanlegionpost193.com

https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionpost193

https://www.facebook.com/ALRChapter193

“Veterans Strengthening America”
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